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INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL

Global Education, Global Citizens

Dear Parents and NIS Learning Community,
The end of the second $emester has arrived, and we want to thank you for another wonderful and
productive $chool year. 2019nA20 has been a year, unlike any other. ln addition to the usual
challenges, we have faced a pandemic that has tested the strength and abilities of our students,
teachers, and community as a whole. Our success can be attributed to proactivity, flexibility,
focused coordination, and the ever*present commitment to educating children. Thanks and well
done to an incredible group of professionals.

With all the increasing confusion about the upcoming school year, ifs essential to stay informed
about how Noblesse lnternational School has and will continue to approach the challenges
successfully.

Proactive approach: The Noblesse management team recognized the COVTD 19 challenges
early on and, by late January, had developed plans for various scenarios, including the possible
closing of the physical school. As a result, Noblesse was able to transition to a fully online
curriculum less than five days after the government gave the order for school closure. Throughout
the past few months, we have sharpened the online learning experience. While nothing replaces
face to face instruction, we feel confident that our methods are now creative, rigorous, and highly
effective.

Full online integration: Our teachers and students have been using various online components
for many years. Google Drive, Google Classroom, Class Dojo, lXL, ttlcGraw Hill Cinch, Kognity,
online lab work, RazKids, Seesaw, and various other programs are a constant in classes at
Noblesse lnternational School. When the government-ordered shutdown happened, for most
teachers and students, the transition was relatively seamless.
Teacher developed/student-centered. We do not have to experiment with new platforms or rely
on third party generic content generated by a faceless for-profit company. Over the years, our
teachers have developed lB PYP, lB MYP, and lB DP lessons for our students' specific needs,
and these have the flexibility to be presented both in-person and online.
202An021
Noblesse lnternational $chool understands that face to face instruction is always the preferred
method of education, and because of this, we are taking the following steps for the 2020ftA21
school year:
We are hoping to start with in-person classes on September 1st, although the academic school
year will officially inaugurate on August 24th only with teachers and administration. We are
monitoring best practices from around the world from schools that have successfully and safely
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reopened and are in the process of developing integration policies. These include the movement
$eparation, and the restriction of some activities and
transportation. We are confident that our strategies will allow parents to feel a powerful sense of
well-being concerning their children's safety and health.

of students and steff, sanitation,

ln addition, we will continue to increase the hygienic policies practiced in the school. Noblesse
maintains an average of only 15 students per classroom, enabling social distancing and allowing
for the maximum space between pupils. Additionally, we have purchased top-ofthe-line HEPA
antimicrobial filtered air purifiers, similar to those used to clean the air in airplanes' cabins. These
will be installed in all of the EYS and Elementary School classrooms, the Elementary Schoot
library, and the EYS indoor playground. Among other benefits, air purifiers that contain HEPA
filters can capture virtually allsolid particles, including those 0.1 microns in diameter, which is the
size of the coronavirus.
During the next few months, the school management will be tirelessly working on new policies for
what is now known as the "new normal." We will be transforming the buildings into self-contained
units while adopting the best and most secure practices for a healthy and safe environment for
students, staff, parents, and community.
Even though our first option is to start with in-person classes, there is a possibility that we may
have a forced transition period of online courses. We are planning for this contingency, and we
will be fully prepared to deliver these lessons without a drop in quality or rigor. Over the summer,
we will be reviewing all aspects of the online experience, and we will be making adjustments to
class length, frequency, and assessments to serve the needs of the student body.
While we are confident in the online approach, our intention is to return students to the classroom
in a safe and controlled manner as soon as possibie. This is our goal and will guide our plans and
actions in regard to the coming school year. Additionally, we will not be offering watered-down, or
self-study options just for the sake of profit as the Noblesse experience involves high-end teacher
interaction and student-centered projects. Progression should not only be measured in faceless
exams, but rather in an individual student's intellectual and emotional growth.

I am confident that the world will get through this challenging time, as we have done so in the
past. Feel free to contact me anytime via email or through school, as I will be spending much of
my summer holiday in the office. I want to wish all of you a great summer holiday and ask you
always to be cautious, stay safe, and stay healthy.
Kind regards,
Dr. Vladimir;
Headmaster
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